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How can I contact ComReg? 

By phone (LoCall): 1890 229 668
(9.00am to 5.30pm) Monday to Friday

By fax: (01) 804 9671

By email: consumerline@comreg.ie

Our websites are:
www.comreg.ie / www.askcomreg.ie / www.callcosts.ie

By post: ComReg Consumer Team, Irish Life Centre 
Block DEF, Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1

Calling
Northern
Ireland



AArree ccaallllss ttoo NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd nnuummbbeerrss uussiinngg 
tthhee 0000 4444 ccooddee bbiilllleedd aatt aa nnaattiioonnaall rraattee?? 
Not necessarily – calls to the Northern Ireland fixed-line 
numbers using the international dialling code (00 44) do 
not have to be billed at a national rate.While some service
providers bill these calls at national or local rates, others bill
them at international rates. Please contact your service
provider for details.

However, to make sure that your call charges are as low as
possible, always use the 048 code for making calls to fixed-
line numbers in Northern Ireland.

CCaann tthhee 004488 ccooddee bbee uusseedd ttoo ccaallll aa mmoobbiillee
pphhoonnee nnuummbbeerr iinn NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd?? 
No – when calling a UK mobile phone number, whether or
not the person is in Northern Ireland at the time, you must
use the 00 44 international code for the UK. It is not possible
to use the 048 code.

Use the ‘048’ code
to call fixed-line
numbers in
Northern Ireland.
Did you know that you can call a Northern Ireland fixed-line
number from the Republic using the 048 code instead of
using the international dialling code 00 44?

Did you also know that calls using the 048 code may be
cheaper than calls using the 00 44 code?

You can use a national code to phone friends, relatives or
business contacts in Northern Ireland rather than use an
international dialling code.

In this guide, we:

• explain the 048 code; and 

• tell you when and how to use it.

WWhhaatt iiss tthhee 004488 ccooddee?? 
The 048 code is the national dialling code for making calls to
fixed-line numbers in Northern Ireland. All landline phone
service providers must allow the 048 code to be used on
their networks.

It is still possible to use the international dialling code for the
United Kingdom (00 44) to call Northern Ireland numbers,
but calls made this way may be more expensive.

WWhheenn sshhoouulldd II uussee tthhee 004488 ccooddee?? 
All Northern Ireland fixed-line telephone numbers are pre-
fixed by 028. If you are calling a fixed-line number in Northern
Ireland from the Republic, replace the 028 code with 048. For
example, to call Belfast 028 90 123456 from the Republic, you
should dial 048 90 123456.

WWhhaatt pphhoonnee cchhaarrggeess wwiillll II hhaavvee ttoo ppaayy wwhheenn II
uussee tthhee 004488 ccooddee?? 
Generally, phone service providers must charge a national rate
for calls using the 048 code. In some conditions, for example
for calls to adjoining areas, 048 calls may be billed at local rates.

The cost of the national or local calls will vary depending on
which service provider you use. Please contact your service
provider for information about its charges.

About ComReg We are responsible for regulating the electronic 
communications (telecommunications, radio communications and 
broadcasting transmission) and postal sectors.


